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CJ Madsen (b. 1993)

Christopher Jed “CJ” Madsen is a first-year
doctoral student at the University of Arizona,
with an emphasis in choral conducting. CJ
recently received a Master of Music degree
from Brigham Young University (BYU), in
Provo, Utah, with an emphasis in choral
conducting. He also received a bachelor’s
degree in piano performance from BYU.

As a composer and arranger, CJ has had his
works performed by all the auditioned BYU
choirs. CJ's most recent large work, an opera
entitled He Shall Prepare a Way, was staged
in April 2022 and released as an album and
concert video. In addition, CJ is the composer
of One Fold, One Shepherd, a sacred work
for choir and orchestra released in 2019.

CJ grew up in West Jordan, Utah, and was a
volunteer missionary for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints from 2012 to 2014
in North Carolina. Much of CJ’s inspiration
as a conductor, composer, and pianist come
from his belief in Christ, his passion for
people, his thirst for powerful music, and his
love for his wife (Samm) and four children
(Hollis, Charlotte, Jonathan, and Taran). For
more information, see CJMadsenMusic.com.

Notes from the Arranger

This work was a commission by Dr. Andrew
Crane for the BYU Singers to perform in a
devotional at Brigham Young University,
featuring Elder Neil L. Andersen, an apostle
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. Elder Andersen specifically requested
that this hymn be performed preceding his
remarks, and Dr. Crane asked me to write
something fitting his ensemble.

This was one of those arrangements that
came in a burst of inspiration, and | feel I can
hardly take credit for it. It conveys a feeling
of light and hope as the light of Christ spurs
us onward to greater heights of discipleship,
trust, and peace.
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Choral Score to Elder Neil L. Andersen, Dr. Andrew Crane, and the BYU Singers

The Lord Is My Light

James Nicholson for SATB Choir (Divisi) and Piano Duet John R. Sweney
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