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CJ Madsen (b. 1993)
Christopher Jed “CJ” Madsen is a second-
year doctoral student at the University of
Arizona (UofA), with an emphasis in choral
conducting. CJ recently received a Masters of
Music degree from Brigham Young
University (BYU), in Provo, Utah, with an
emphasis in choral conducting. He also
received a bachelor’s degree in piano
performance from BYU.

As a composer and arranger, CJ has had his
works performed by UofA Symphonic Choir
and all five of BYU’s choral ensembles. CJ's
most recent large work, an opera entitled He
Shall Prepare a Way, was staged in 2022 and
released as an album and concert video. In
addition, CJ is the composer of One Fold,
One Shepherd, a sacred work for choir and
orchestra written in 2019. CJ’s total output of
compositions numbers over 500 pieces.

CJ grew up in West Jordan, Utah, and was a
volunteer missionary for The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints from 2012 to 2014
in North Carolina. Much of CJ’s inspiration
as a conductor, composer, and pianist come
from his belief in Christ, his passion for
people, his thirst for powerful music, and his
love for his wife (Samm) and four children
(Hollis, Charlotte, Jonathan, and Taran). For
more information, see CJMadsenMusic.com.

Note from the Composer

In 2019, The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints released a revised theme for
the young women of the Church. This theme,
stated in weekly Young Women meetings,
defines the beliefs and purposes that shape
the lives of young Latter-day Saint women
the world over. Of particular note are the two
bolded words in the theme: “beloved
daughter.”

In 2023 | was commissioned by my aunt,
Kim Shafer, to write a melody for the Young
Women theme to help her young women in
her congregation learn the song. The result is
this setting. 1 was drawn to putting the song
in an Irish style. | envision this theme and
music inspiring young women to tackle the
challenges of our day with courage and bold
faith in Jesus Christ. This can work a
cappella or with piano accompaniment, as a
solo or in a group setting.



for Aunt Kim Shafer and the Incredible Young Women of Zion

Beloved Daughter

The Young Women Theme
Leaders of The Church of Jesus Christ CJ Madsen
of Latter-day Saints, 2019
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Tucson, Arizona
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