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CJ Madsen (b. 1993)

Christopher Jed “CJ” Madsen is a first-year
doctoral student at the University of Arizona,
with an emphasis in choral conducting. CJ
recently received a Masters of Music degree
from Brigham Young University (BYU), in
Provo, Utah, with an emphasis in choral
conducting. He also received a bachelor’s
degree in piano performance from BYU.

As a composer and arranger, CJ has had his
works performed by all the auditioned BYU
choirs. CJ's most recent large work, an opera
entitled He Shall Prepare a Way, was staged
in April 2022 and released as an album and
concert video. In addition, CJ is the composer
of One Fold, One Shepherd, a sacred work
for choir and orchestra released in 2019.

CJ grew up in West Jordan, Utah, and was a
volunteer missionary for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints from 2012 to 2014
in North Carolina. Much of CJ’s inspiration
as a conductor, composer, and pianist come
from his belief in Christ, his passion for
people, his thirst for powerful music, and his
love for his wife (Samm) and four children
(Hollis, Charlotte, Jonathan, and Taran). For
more information, see CJMadsenMusic.com.

Note from the Composer

I love my wife’s cooking — it is an established
fact that Samm Madsen is the greatest cook
this side of Tallahassee (and perhaps the
other side, too). In early 2022, my wife made
an impromptu dish that was cheesy and had
chicken. I dubbed it “Cheesy Chicken Deluxe
(Surprise!)” Soon | had a catchy jingle to go
along with the name. A few months later, the
jingle burst forth into a full-blown song, and
I came up with the entire melody of the vocal
line in a matter of days. It became a fun hit to
play for my close family.

A few months later, after our move from Utah
to Arizona, | was pondering what | could do
for a program with the Green Valley
Community Chorus, a delightful group of 60
singers in a town 30 minutes south of Tucson.
Our program was entitled “Our Favorite
Things” and featured a potpourri of favorite
pieces selected by the choir. 1 had the
thought, “What is more of my favorite than
my wife’s cooking?” Thus, the idea to write
“Cheesy Chicken Deluxe (Surprise!)” as a
choral arrangement was born.

Hamming up this song is what the piece is all
about. Feel free to adlib and beef-up solo,
choir, clarinet, and piano parts, as desired, to
make it a real production. Also feel free to
change lyrics for better effect (such as a
different cook that Samm is replacing in the
limelight or the name of the cook to match the
loved one of someone in your ensemble).
Hopefully the message resonates with all
who love good food!

And are you interested in the actual recipe for
“Cheesy Chicken Deluxe (Surprise)”? Well
too bad, because my wife is such a wonderful
cooking improviser that she can’t remember
for the life of her how she made that recipe.
Her secret is safe.
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