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CJ Madsen (b. 1993)

Christopher Jed “CJ” Madsen is a second-
year master’s student at Brigham Young
University, with an emphasis in choral
conducting. CJ recently received a Bachelor
of Music degree in piano performance from
BYU.

As a composer and arranger, CJ has had his
works performed by all the auditioned BYU
choirs. CJ is the composer of One Fold, One
Shepherd, a sacred work for choir and
orchestra released in 20109.

CJ grew up in West Jordan, Utah, and was a
volunteer missionary for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints from 2012 to 2014
in North Carolina. Much of CJ’s inspiration
as a conductor, composer, and pianist come
from his belief in Christ, his passion for
people, his thirst for powerful music, and his
love for his wife (Samm) and three children
(Hollis, Charlotte, and Jonathan). For more
information, see cjmadsenmusic.com.

Notes from the Composer

From 2014 to the present, | have been blessed
to be closely associated, both as a singer and
as an accompanist, with the BYU Men’s
Chorus, under the baton of Professor
Rosalind Hall and Dr. Brent Wells. | love
what the Men’s Chorus stands for, its
incredible repertoire, and the spirit it carries
in every rehearsal.

Several years into my time with the Men’s
Chorus, I met online Caroline Cimo, a young
adult in North Carolina who is a BYU choral
nerd. She asked if one day I could help her set
a text she was writing based on the Men’s
Chorus motto, at the time, “Esse Quam
Videri” (“To be rather than to seem”). By the
time we were able to write a piece, Dr. Wells
had taken the helm and created a new motto
for his tenure: “Per Unitatem Fortitudo”
(“Through unity, strength”). | had the idea to
combine these mottos in a song dedicated to
the BYU Men’s Chorus, but | kept the
language general enough that any TTBB
ensemble can sing it and have it equally apply
to them.
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