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Christopher Jed “CJ” Madsen is a second-
year master’s student at Brigham Young
University, with an emphasis in choral
conducting. CJ recently received a Bachelor
of Music degree in piano performance from
BYU.

As a composer and arranger, CJ has had his
works performed by all the auditioned BYU
choirs. CJ is the composer of One Fold, One
Shepherd, a sacred work for choir and
orchestra released in 20109.

CJ grew up in West Jordan, Utah, and was a
volunteer missionary for the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints from 2012 to 2014
in North Carolina. Much of CJ’s inspiration
as a conductor, composer, and pianist come
from his belief in Christ, his passion for
people, his thirst for powerful music, and his
love for his wife (Samm) and three children
(Hollis, Charlotte, and Jonathan). For more
information, see cjmadsenmusic.com.

Notes from the Composer
During the summer of 2021, | had the
wonderful opportunity of taking composing
lessons from Jake Runestad. He encouraged
me to find a poetic text and do a choral setting
of that work. This piece was the result.

| have always loved the four Winnie-the-
Pooh works (two books of prose and two
collections of poetry) writing by A. A. Milne
in the 1920s. This poem describes how a
child seeks to avoid stepping on the cracks of
the sidewalk, because as soon as they do,
bears will come to gobble them up. In this
setting, the sopranos and altos represent the
child, and the tenors and basses represent the
bears. The key for successful execution of
this piece is to make it as funny and wonky as
should be expected from a poem from the
viewpoint of a young child. I love the
imagination of children — my wife often
comments | am a 6-year-old and an 86-year
old in a 28-year-old body.
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On the second note of each "ruh", close the mouth nearly
all the way, creaing a sound that is like a muted "ur".

Also have a few basses give loud bear growls.
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The sopranos and altos do some action (such as
head shakes) to indicate they are not fooled.
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