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O give thanks unto the Lord of lords: for his covenant love endureth for ever. (Psalm 136.3)
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The Words I Heard When the Lord Told Me to Write This Opera: September 2, 2025
Provo, Utah

"The Book of Mormon teaches the pattern God uses to stretch us in order to build strong relationships with us. [1] recently studied about how
Nephi's trust in God was tested when he and his brothers were commanded to return to Jerusalem to obtain the brass plates. After their

initial attempts failed, his brothers gave up and were ready to return without the plates. But Nephi chose to place his complete trust in the Lord
and was successful in obtaining the plates. That experience likely strengthened Nephi's confidence in God when his bow broke and the

family was facing starvation in the wilderness. Again, Nephi chose to trust in God, and the family was saved. These successive experiences gave
Nephi even stronger confidence in God for the enormous, trust-stretching task he would soon face of building a ship.

Through these experiences, Nephi strengthened his relationship with God by consistently and continuously trusting Him. God uses the same pattern
with us. He extends us personal invitations to strengthen and deepen our trust in Him. Each time we accept and act on an invitation, our trust in
God grows. If we ignore or decline an invitation, our progress stops until we’re ready to act on a new invitation.

The good news is that regardless of the trust we may or may not have chosen to place in God in the past, we can choose to trust God today and
every day going forward. I promise that each time we do, God will be there to catch us, and our relationship of trust will grow stronger and
stronger until the day that we become one with Him and His Son. Then we can declare like Nephi, “O Lord, I have trusted in thee, and I will trust in thee forever.’
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-Elder Paul V. Pieper, April 2024



